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Alcohol Bans on Aboriginal Land 

As part of the Federal Government’s Emergency Intervention in the Northern Territory, 

alcohol has been banned from all Aboriginal Land, including the Uluru Kata Tjuta National 

Park. Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Mal Brough, said in a 

press release on the 10th of September that “Legitimate tourism operators in National parks 

will be able to continue to offer responsible alcohol consumption as part of their usual 

tourism activity. Special arrangements will be put in place at Uluru.” 
 

As our sunset caterers have all of the necessary licenses Down Under Tours wishes to advise 

that we can continue to offer our catering packages for Uluru sunsets.  

 

Please note that any guides, tour leaders or program directors who intend to provide 

Champagne for their passengers must do so in accordance with the new laws. (i.e. Within the 

Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park Alcohol may only be consumed at the Ayers Rock sunset 

viewing area, and nowhere else).   

 

The new laws will be strictly enforced by the relevant authorities. Down Under Tours strongly 

recommends that this important information is passed on to all staff or contractors who 

guide within the Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park. 

 

Kings Canyon Rim Walk Closure 

One of the Northern Territory’s most popular walking tracks is set to undergo some repair 

works.  Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Service chief district ranger Chris Day said 

repair works would be undertaken at the Kings Canyon Rim Walk in Watarrka National Park 

from 8-29 October 2007. 

 

“More than 250,000 people visit Watarrka National Park annually, with the fair majority of 

visitors enjoying the Kings Canyon Rim Walk,” Mr Day said. “After an initial steep climb the 

walk offers spectacular views from the Canyon rim. It is only natural that repairs and 

maintenance would have to be undertaken every once in a while, to ensure visitor safety 

standards are maintained. The upcoming repairs building rock steps and re-

paving/compacting of the track surface on the Canyon Rim Walk ascent, decent and 

approach to Garden Of Eden Bridge. And while the Kings Canyon Rim Walk will remain open 

throughout the repair work, we anticipate some disruptions to the normal walker traffic flow 

on sections of the popular walk might be experienced during this time.” 

 

Go to www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks to view more information about this or other parks and 

reserves administered by the Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Service. 
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New Additions to the Central Australian team 

It’s that time of year again, and to cope with the overwhelming demand for 5 star luxury 

coaches in Central Australia during October and November, Down Under Tours will again be 

sub contracting coaches from our some of our close partners in the tourism industry. 

Joining us this year from Brisbane Bus Lines will again be Chris Taylor & Laurie Sciasci, who 

return to the Red Centre for their 2nd straight season. Laurie & Chris will both be driving late 

model K124 Scanias, identical to our own 53 seat Scanias, except with 2 saloon doors.  

Both Chris & Laurie have been comprehensively trained on all of our company policies and 

procedures and are very familiar with Central Australian touring. They have both spent the 

past few weeks on a Down Under Tours refresher course bringing them up to date with all 

the recent changes.  

Down Under Tours welcomes Chris & Laurie (pictured) back to Down Under Tours family, 

where “Our People Make the Difference”. 

Also joining our fleet  for the October & November period will be a 2004 model 46 seat 

Autobus from Swagman Outback Safaris. This 5 star luxury vehicle has state of the art 

technology and is a favourite among  our drivers. Hopefully one of your groups may be lucky 

enough to travel in it during the next couple of months. 
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For further information of any of the above, please contact us on: 
alicegroups@downundertours.com  

Phone: (08) 8953 4455 
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New Guide’s Itineraries 

To further improve continuity of information, Down Under Tours Central Australia has recently introduced a guide’s itinerary which all tour 

leaders are provided with upon arrival to the Red Centre. This guide’s itinerary is generated from the same data used to formulate Charter 

Confirmations which are sent to agents (no prices are listed on Guide’s Itinerary), and also our Daily Driver’s Schedules. 

This document clearly lists pick up and set down times for all tours and transfers we have booked for a group, as well as any attractions or 

meals we have booked on your behalf. Together with our updated rates sheets, which show all package inclusions and tour durations, this new 

document will eliminate any confusion over what times we have reserved our coaches for, and how long guides may utilise them on each 

movement. 

So in summary, the new Guide’s Itinerary does not change any of our operating procedures, other than providing guides with more information 

about what services have been booked for their group. 
 

New 28 Seat M.A.N 4WD 

In addition to the 3 sub contract coaches, we are excited to reveal two new vehicles will also be 

joining our Central Australian fleet from Cairns. These vehicles are custom built 28-seat M.A.N 

4WDs and are perfect for the Outback touring experience. The 28 seaters can be secured for your 

medium sized groups at the 25 seat rate in Central Australia.  

They include a high driving position, LCD screen with forward facing On Road Camera, and all the 

luxury trimmings that you come to expect from a Down Under Tours vehicle. 
 

Late Booking Advice 

A quick reminder to all agents that October and November is peak season for Down Under Tours in Central Australia. To avoid disappointment, 

it is strongly recommended that you send through all booking requests no less than a month before the travel date.  

For a period of sixty days straight we will have virtually every vehicle on the road including our interstate sub contractors. So to ensure you are 

provided with the luxury vehicles  and superior guiding service you are accustomed to, make certain your bookings are received well in 

advance. 
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